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August 22 


Yerby, Frank : Dial 
FLOODTIDE $3.00 
More in the tradition of Foxes of Harrow andThe Vixens than his more recent books, | 
this is a romantic period novel, set in Natchez of the decade before secession. A lusty, 
vigorous tale, with Yerby's characteristic gift for pace of story. The outline of plot is 
conventional enough- though again Yerby's women surpass his men in their tumultuous passion- 
ate natures, their aggressive passions, their intense and dominant possessiveness. Here is 
a battle, literally to the death, of three women for one man,- Ross Pary, newly come back 
to Natchez from European schooling as an architect ambitious in his profession, and de- 
termined to rise out of the sordid background of his youth in Natchez under the Hill, and 
take his place with the planter gentry. But Ross was now aided, now thwarted, by the de- 
termination of the capricious, cruelly tantalizing Morgan, bride of his good friend, Lance 
Brittany. Hating her- but fascinated by her- Ross sacrificed his true love for the Cuban 
patriot , Conchita, who would brook no competition for the love she freely offered, though 
she set many barriers to marriage. There is an interval, melodramatic and unreal, in which 
Ross becomes all man in participation in the Cuban insurrection, forlorn and defeated effort 
to break with the cruel Spaniards. Then home, believing Conchita dead, he marries the 
third woman in his life, Cathy - and eventually it is again Morgan who wrecks their marr- 
tage by circuitous tricks, only to fall victim to her own base schemes. The story ends on 
a note of hope that Conchita and Ross will find each other again.... Often a brutal book, 
not for the tender skinned - but with less of deliberate lewdness than in some of his 
earlier work. 


October 20 


Costain, Thomas B. Doubleday 
SON OF A HUNDRED KINGS $3.00 


The Costain name and the Literary Guild selection are sufficient to get this off 
to a tremendous start. But it is important for librarians and booksellers to know that it 
bears none of the earmarks of the usual Costain, and that those who read Costain for his 
historical and period details will be disappointed. For here is a novel of the '90's; the 
place is a small town in Canada; the hero, an English boy, shipped off by an aunt who was 
fed up with him and wanted to break all ties; the story- the annals of his erratic rise, 
now helped, now hindered, in the town where his father had taken his own life, convinced 
that he was a hopeless failure. In the main, Ludar was in luck. A well-meaning, middle 
aged carpenter, who fancied himself an inventor on the side, took him under his wing, 
despite his hard-fisted scold of a wife. The town's leading citizens, believing in his 
legendary high estate, contributed to sifting the slim evidence- and came up with nothing 
until too late to matter. A cross section of the town, from magnate to madame, and the 
years that marked the turn of the century, provide a background for his upward climb- a 
sensational, and quickly quashed, involvement in what looked like murder, his success as 
& newspaper man, and the happy outcome of his romance. An unimportant book, in the Cos- 
tain panel, readable enough but superficial in characterization and plot. 
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Early Fall Offers Some Choice for Good Sales 

Two dark horses, of unusual merit- watch them:- THE MILL ON THE PO, by Riccardo Bacheil: 

‘Pantheon); Thomas Raddall's THE NYMPH AND THE LAMP (A.M.P.}. Two names that mean sales- 
ee though neither novel is top drawer,- #kIKNA by Evelyn Waugh (Little, Brown).and'a new type 

f novel for C.S. Forester, RANDALL AND THE RIVER OF TIME (also Little, Brown) Elliott 

lrnold’s new'novel is his best- but he’s not a sure seller- WALK WITH THE DEVIL (Knopf} 

reports in section following 

PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 


September 8 . 


Miller, Helen Topping Appleton-Century-Crofts 
THE HORNS OF CAPRICORN - $3.00 


A turn of the century proposition - in black and white - that female rights can 
tangle with the new tobacco- cigarette industry and come out, well, pretty near the top. 
Strong in her weakness, Mrs. Keeling limpets her daughters, Frances and Taffy, into return- 
ing to her home in North Carolina, and there introduces them to the feud with the Cavitts. 
It is Foxworth and Zachary Cavitt who bring the girls to defy their mother's bitter hatred, 
to repudiate their upbringing as ladies of gentility and obedient children, to conduct 
their own individual campaigns for happiness. And it is Taffy's hard-headed practicality 
and Frances' honesty and fearlessness that end the feud and resolve the monetary problems 
their inheritance brings them. A regurgitant sense of history and a smothering of plot 
give this an adolescent impress. 

September 11 


Kenton. Edna- Fd. & Intro. by Rutgers Univ. Press 
EIGHT UNCOLLECTED TALES OF HENRY JAMES $4.25 


The chief value of this collection for the student of Henry James' work lies in 
the new light they throw on some of his own beginnings, even to the fresh approach to 
James' critical appraisal of his own work. These, with the seven in Mordell's Traveling 
Companions (1919) were published in periodicals and comprised the only ones he did not him- 
self republish in book form. Miss Kenton, an authority on James, analyzes the individual 
stories, their place in James' development, the range of interest, background, style- ina 
rewarding Introduction. Each story is prefaced by a bibliographical note. The stories- 
while uneven in interest- provide a high entertainment level. 


September 12 


Coates, John Macmillan 
HERE TODAY $3.00 


A primly amusing account of traveling in time, this is told by Peter, whose broth- 
er-in-law, Sandy, confesses to having trouble with his various past and present lives. Peter, 
business-like and efficient, not only makes Sandy keep a diary of his alternate egos, but 
consults a psychiatrist about him and learns to his horror that the psychiatrist assumes it 
is he who is personality-swapping. Between problems with his wife, his secretary, his 
cousin, and the business, Peter's life takes on some rather complex aspects which has a 
wind-up in a turn-about triangle of entertaining dimensions. A nicely managed matter-of- 
— touch for an imaginative exercise, this is English humor and scholarship in a bland 

rew. 
September 16 


Bacchelli, Riccardo Pantheon 
THE MILL ON THE PO $4.00 


An epic novel translated from the Italian- and carrying over into English its ro- 
bust quality,- acute,vivid in characterization and detail, a satisfyingly rich novel of con- 
spicuous literary flavor. This is a story of the seething years following Waterloo, when 
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Italy, sick of foreign rule and recalling the chimerical freedom Napoleon had given them 
banded in the "risorgimento", that ultimately brought them unity. Against a tapesty of 
period is told the tale of Lazzaro Scacerni, sapper in Napoleon's army, and of the chance 
by which a fortune in stolen Spanish church jewels fell into his hands - and of the gaudy 
Saint Michael's Mill, finest floating mill on the Po, built from the proceeds. He wins 

the diminutive blonde daughter of a family living in a ruined palace- and in the midst of 
a flood a runty son is born to them, a son destined to no good. Ridden by an inherited 
love of acreage, and with a natural talent for being on the wrong side of the law, the boy 
nicknamed the Were Rabbit, becomes involved in the mesh of smuggling for the Austrians. 

His parents dead, he marries Cecilia, and her nobility despite the odds, ensures the mill 
and its future for their children, while their father disintegrates. The author has 4 rare 
gift for creation of full bodied characters, peopling a rich canvas:- bandits, smugglers, 
wandering soldiers, customs officials, clericals, apprentices, an old midwife. The story 
is played out amid fat years and lean, recurrent floods, famines and plagues, periodic 
cycles of devastation - Italy in the growing pains of revolution and rebirth. Here we 
have in one volume the first and second of a triology, the third part due in 195l. 


September 18 


Rosen, Isidore Crown 
WILL OF IRON $3.00 


Tale of an indomitable Jewish matriarch in Brooklyn's Brownsville slums during 
the '20's and the early years of the depression. Her husband, Leo, a part-time vestmaker, 
proves unable to provide for the family of four, so Ruth becomes a door-to-door button drum- | 
mer, and makes enough to move her brood into half a hole in the wall shop in the district's 
main street. Her eldest daughter Clara is smitten with the mewling Charlie who comes to 
work in the shrewdly run, expanding business. The younger daughter, Sarah, marries a roll- 
ing stone, who works sporadically in various garages, finances his wife through law school, 
watches her win a legislative seat in Albany. The two sons are weaklings, but it is Mama 
and her "will of iron" that keeps them going, albeit at some loss to herself as she grows 
somewhat hard and loses close contact with her family. With her death only Sarah, most 
like her, looks forward to a substantial future. An all-too-familiar scene recaptured with 
genuine dialect and situation, some good writing for a quiet but interesting family saga. 


September 21 


Sager, Gordon Vanguard — 
THE INVISIBLE WORM + $3.00 

The ripples, near and far, resulting from an American woman's suicide in Sicily 
reflect the responses of all involved. For Mrs. West's sudden death carries its meaning to 
the other local expatriates, to her daughter in New York, her son in California, her broth- 
er in his dessicated professorship, her servants, and eventually, when the news reaches hin, 
to her long divorced husband. And each, caught in the drama of the moment, tries to find 
the reason for her action, for the flaw in her, and in their own lives, and each, in their 
search, pinpoints some aspect of her life. The Lady Sylvia and her cynical nephew, the 
Countess Pahlmann with her recent conversion to Catholicism and her envious son and daugh- 
ter-in-law, the disruption of the village with the false rumors, the theft of Mrs. West's 
jewels, the intervention of the U.S. Consulate - all add up to a portrait of futility, in- 
security and immaturity. A gadfly negation not without some acerb commentary. 


September 25 


Yates, Elizabeth Coward-McCann 
GUARDIAN HEART $3.00 

A quiet novel of the conflict between the formal and the natural way of life cen- 
ters illegitimate Freely and her upbringing by her ministerial grandfather against her love 
for Philip Haven and his fashionable mother. Freely's world is the New England woods and the 
abandoned town of Simonton, founded by her ancestor; her friends are the birds and animals, 
and her loved ones, her grandparents. The death of her grandfather and the coming of Philip 
to buy their timber lots are juxtaposed and it is Philip's love that helps to lessen her 
loneliness. But it is Philip's mother and her distaste for Freely's bastardy which places 
Freely in the position of being made to conform to a life fitting for Philip's position and 
when Freely runs out on it, it is Philip's accident that brings them all together and rights 
her romance. Very Gene Stratton Porter, this, in its outdoors and nobility. 
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September 25 






Robinson, Mabel Louise Westminster 
Gr THE DEEPENING YEAR $3.00 









A tremulous, feminine novel full of woman's woes. Hannah Denby, backbone of her 
family, forced by finances and Philip Denby's semi-blindness to live in a summer colony 
near New York City during the winter, finds that the year which she so dreaded has deepened 
the ties of the family group, and that each member has met and conquered the forces which 
were fighting against him. There was Philip, her husband, bitter and alone in his infirm- 
ity, who renewed his hope and vision, deciding to stay with his country practice; Sammy , 
the irrepressible young egoist, now planning confidently for the future; lovely Cynthia, 
wiser for having been desired passionately, secure in the meaning of real affection; Dun- 
can fighting off the deadly grip of infantile paralysis; and Hannah herself, who in exper- 
imenting with college teaching and writing lends a courageous spirit to the family and fat- 
tens the coffers. And there is Tim, a crippled veteran, soon to die, who contributes his 
gentle and serene companionship.. Unfortunately this well-known juvenile author has not 
trained her sights away from the constricted emotional range in that field- too many tremors. 


(9/25). 


































September 26 


Lindop, Audrey Erskine Macmillan 
THE TALL HEADLINES $3.00 


A spare, effective picture of the aftermath of an execution, this presents the 
Rackham family as they try to ignore Ronnie's death for the murder of a young girl. The 
father forces them to move and hideout, under another name, at the home of an old friend; 
the mother turns to spiritualism and hatred of their voluntary landlord; glamorous Frankie 
gi: effaces herself in a dentist's office, dreams of recapturing the man she thinks she loves; 
Philip learns to dread his similarity to his dead brother and morbidly keeps finding new 
points of comparison. This drives him to pay attention to flashy, suspiciously worldly 
Dorrie, a replica of the girl Ronnie had killed, and, cut off from his family by the mount- 
ing acrimony and tension, he marries her. Her real love for him gives him a little free- 
dom, but the secret of his brother's death deepens its hold so that when he finally tells 
her the truth, he believes he has killed her. But Dorrie's death and the police investiga- 
tion act as a catalyst so that the Rackhams can return to their own home again....Adept 
reporting of lower middle-class English life and a real pathos in the character of Dorrie 
give this a reality and a forcefulness that heightens the impact of the tragedy. 


September 29 a 
Heyer, Georgette - Putnam 
THE GRAND SOPHY ae 


Another of the author's amusing fripperies, this is concerned with Sophy, whose 
continental upbringing under a father whose diplomatic career gave her more licence than 
any other English miss and whose peculiar talents are put to a wide use when she visits her 
aunt, Lady Ombersley. For Charles is running the household with far too strict a hand, and 
is engaged to far too straight-laced Miss Wraxton; his sister is in love with an impossible 
poet and cool to the man of her family's choice; Hubert is entangled with moneylenders; and 
Sophy - with unswerving determination - decides to put everything right. This entails her 
driving Charles' cherished horses, buying her own stables, giving an enormous ball, putting 
@ moneylender in his place, and stage-managing the break-up of Charles' engagement, the pro- 
per course of his sister's - and a successfully caught husband for herself. Amidst the fus- 

ee tian of the period Sophie's naturalness contrasts with the simpers and high flights, and 
.the puckers and sad tangles are routed in a lighthearted manner. Effervescent. 
October 2 
Hichens, Robert Macrae-Smith 
STRANGE LADY $3.00 


Some knockings about with a Maugham-like, detached but interested narrator - a 
British novelist who delights in "first-naming" the "great"--amid the international set of 
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society and music. From Tunisia's Goblin Market to a music festival "high in the hills" 
above a Swiss-German city and a cunning chalet nearby, to London in the full throes of the 
"season", this blocks out the all-excluding, all-consuming love of a famous but forty- 
fivish American actress addicted to "precious" plays for a Russo-American pianist with 
Liszt-like leanings toward young lady disciples. The ageing Leila has caused the death of 
young Ardsley's wife in Rio and now "kills" again--this time the career of young Roumanian 
pianist Magda Manescu--all to the tune of penny psychiatrizing. A sure, slick style com- 
bined with the pull of high life in far places seems to insure success for this from the 
author of The Paradine Case and The Young Mrs. Brand. Lending library tills ought to 
tinkle merrily once this is on the shelves. 4 


October 4 


Gill, Brendan Doubleday 
| THE TROUBLE OF ONE HOUSE $3.00 

































Some moments of fascination, implied rather than overt, the imprint of Catholic- 
ism and a heavy overcast of death for the story of several relationships which are uneasy, 
unresolved and never fully stated. Here is the expectation and final certainty of death as 
it affects all those who had known Elizabeth Rowan:- Thomas, her husband, cold and unap- 
proachable who had withdrawn from the surfeit of love she had offered him- and her children; 
Catherine Gately, her nurse, who had been Thomas Rowan's mistress momentarily; Ben Maher, 
her doctor, who had always loved her but had not been able to save her; Margaret, her sis- 
ter, who had countered Elizabeth's gaiety with a forbidding disapproval. And at the close 
Thomas Rowan is left alone to assume the obligations toward his children in the knowledge 
that he will fail them- as he had failed Elizabeth. There's an evasive if often compelling 
quality here, some writing which is sensitive and suggestive. 


a 


Pollet, Elizabeth New Directions 
A FAMILY ROMANCE $2.50 


A deceptively docile title for a first novel which introduces a writer who deals 
quite calmly with an intense, inbred domestic scene, and the hothouse world of cultivated 
repressions, inverted impulses and sometimes uncontrolled outbursts in which the Reynolds 
live. Carl Reynolds is a musician, out of love with his wife and in love with his oldest 
daughter Sally. Mrs. Reynolds is a querulous woman who nurses her nerves in bed; Marjorie, 
17, repeats the pattern of incest in her feelings for her younger brother, Paul, who is 
about 7. This follows Marjorie through some months at college, during which she sleeps 
with a boy she doesn't like at all; Sally, when she realizes that she also loves her father, 
swe runs away to escape being Daddy's girl; and Paul, ‘accidentally killed on an outing with 
his mother. Troubled as much of this is, it generates very little emotion and in its ex- 
ploitation of some combustible elements, derives little power therefrom. 


October 10 ' 


Bartolini, Luigi Macmillan 
THE BICYCLE THIEVES $2.75 i 


The thoroughly disenchanted excursion of search made through the gigantic thieves' 
market that Rome had become in late 1944 by a no longer young poet-artist whose fine new bi- | 
cycle had been brazenly stolen from under his nose. This is the book on which the great 
Italian film is based--It is somewhat different from the film--deeper and more subtle in its 
implications. The artist--a courageous non-conformist during the fascist regime--periodi- 
cally beaten up and exiled during the 20-odd years of Il Duce--had welcomed the advent of 
the allied armies. Yet the boys from Canada and the banks of the Mississippi brought noth- 
ing but further chaos (at least momentarily) with them to the starving capital where in 
those first months of confusion only their well-paid and over-worked lady acquaintances ' 
earned enough to eat. A half-humorous, half-bitter and totally ironical little memoir of 
what totalitarianism and war do to a country, a people and, in essence, the world, which 
has lost the "irretrievable", this is a mature concept of the way things are that is not 
for the incurably starry-eyed. 
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Tina, Dorothy Les Rinehart 
$2.75 


oe THE BARRIER 


A rather light- if smooth- treatment of a serious concept, this shadowboxes with 
the fascinating, frightening possibility of euthanasia, has its moments of drama synthetic, 
as they may be. Harriet, a homely and unshapely woman of thirty five, shackled to the se- 
nility of her mother, fancies herself in love with Hugh Smith, a local (California) garden- 
er and a four-bit Romeo who uses her to make time with the cashier in a cafeteria. With 
the meeting with an older man, George Ellison, it is George who gives her the idea of cut- 
ting short her mother's life- as a service to herself, and to her mother. Harriet, who 
rationalizes the crime she contemplates, does not admit to herself that it is only a means 
of getting Hugh, while George to redeem the life he had taken (his wife's) tries to deflect 
her from the intention he had initiated.... By the author of Occupation Housew:fe, this is 
slick stuff which could carry over into the suspense field and is chiefly for rent. 


October 16 


Arnold, Elliott Knopf 
; WALK WITH THE DEVIL $3.00 


* An unusual story, in that its interest and values lie on the level of psychologi- 
cal conflicts, while its setting is war in Southern Italy, its proponents, people to whom 
the war and its implications are at the focus of the immediate issues. Guy Bertini, Ameri- 
can born, did not realize the potency of his Italian blood until he found himself a Captain 
in OSS, American Army, assigned to a secret service mission involving his Italian born bro- 
ther whom he- at home- had helped convict on charges of illegal activities in traffic of 
liquor, women and drugs. The mission raised a moral issue; Guy was charged to offer his 
brother not only money and security but reinstatement of the American citizenship he had 
sacrificed, if he would betray his Italian and German associates, and secure the bridge, 
sole entrance to the town. Guy went that far- and farther, agreeing to the sordid price 
his brother further demanded, a price which involved Guy in complicity. But this alone 
did not change him. It was when he found himself bearer of the secret plan to cheat the 
gangster of the final price that he knew that he himself had "walked with the devil" and 
could not free himself. The scenes in the officers' quarters where the idealist, Russell 
Linscomb, and the realist, General Culpeper, battle for common ground, not knowing Guy is 
at stake; the scenes in which Guy's gangster brother plays Guy for a sucker - in which it 
is the gangster who is straight, the moralist crooked, these are unique in their test of 
our own moral precepts. Arnold's best book to date. 


Shaw, Irwin Random House 
MIXED COMPANY $3.75 ~~ 


A collection of 38 Irwin Shaw short stories is good news. One has never been 
published; seven have not appeared in book form. Here is the classic Girls in their Sum- 
mer Dresses, heavily anthologized story about the sophisticated New York couple; Act of 
Faith, with a G.I. setting and its concern with the Jewish problem; The City Was in Total 
Darkness, which takes place in a car en route to Mexico; Mixed Doubles, a tennis game which 
becomes the stamping and clearing ground for a bad marriage- Shaw's stage is the world. 
Medal for Jerusalemis Ruth's story to Mitchell, of a month spent in the hold of an ancient 
Greek ship with 700 others. Sa:lor off the Bremen is a brutal "revenge is sweet" story, of 
the beating up of a Nazi in New York; Widow's Meeting is the story of the marriage of Irene 
Clemens to the German Reinhold and her conversion to a Jew hater. There are a number with 
Jewish background, - The Lament of Madame Rachevsky, the decline of a one-time member of the 
Yiddish Theatre; God on Friday Night catches the sentiment, humor, speech of a Jewish moth- 
er; The Passion of Lance Corporal Hawkins, who watches Jews turned back from Palestine. 
Shaw writes of a real world, in perfect, reportorial whole. 
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October 17 


Vandercook, John W. Houghton, Mifflin 
ONE DAY MORE $2.50 


An imitation of a French novel which is given to talk, small talk, the pursuit of 
love- some of it quite sensual, and the emotional reconstruction of Mark Cotter, an American 
in Paris, who had hit a dead spot after the war and a divorce from his wife. Dis-spirited, 
disabused, and a rather wan figure of a man, Mark begins to take interest again with his 
meeting with Monique, young, self-possessed, and determined to avoid the liens of love which 
might jeopardize her independence. After an abortive attempt at an affair- which Monique is 
not up to, the suicide of her father- a collaborationist, Monique runs away to Algiers with 
@ young Communist where she is even further mired in unhappiness until Mark comes to take 
her back with him... The backwash of the war, the confusion of emotions and ideologies, as 
a frame for a slender story extended beyond its actual substance. And much of the passion, 
pink and white as it is, will not escape conservative censure. 


October 18 


Petersen, Herman Crowell 
THE COVERED BRIDGE $3.50 


Of the tribe of O'Days and their hold over the land of northern New York, this 
settles down into the story of Zoanna, who married Michael and who was as strong and deter- 
mined as his giant of a father, Timothy. For Zoanna planned for the son she was yet to 
bear, made her deals for his future empire as she conceived him, and ruthlessly fought for 
his fortune as he grew up. Michael opposed her, when her schemes faced their neighbor, 
Daniel Stone, with ruin, but found himself an involuntary partner in the toll bridge and 
the mill she started. With Michael's death and Timothy's grudging admiration, she built a 
fortune only to face the fact that her boy loved a girl of whom she did not approve, and 
for once she was bested when young love proved stronger. A novel of the lusty late 19th 
century, this carries on the tradition of the strong-willed woman and her eventual defeat 
in brawny, vigorous terms. 


Fast, Howard , Little, Brown 
THE PROUD AND THE FREE $3.00 


Mutiny in January, by Carl Van Doren, published in April of 1943, set for many, 
who held no pretensions to scholarship in the minutiae of the history of the American Revo- 
lution,the background of our knowledge concerning the brief rebellion of some soldiers of 
the Pennsylvania Line. The time was January, 1781; the place, winter encampment at Morris- 
town, with conditions rivalling the more famous Valley Forge; the story - the dramatic ges- 
ture as the disgruntled, half starved, half clad, unpaid rank and file accepted the leader- 
ship of a handful, set up their own Committee of Sergeants, and marched forth, defying the 
gentry who were represented by their officers (among them Wayne and Butler and Stewart), 
and set up their own encampment in Princeton. This is history. Howard Fast has retold the 
story through the words of an old man, facing- in the Civil War- a new test of freedom, and 
looking back over the brief glory - and the bitter disillusionment - that was his, as the 
army faced the realities and went back again to the leadership they had loathed and discard- 
ed. The time was not ripe; but the seed was sown. And in the human closeup picture of the 
foolhardy but courageous and glorious gesture was seen the spirit that became the U.S.A. 

The deliberate attempt to capture the rhythms and idioms of the time slow the pace of story- 
and there are lags in interest. But all in all there's a sense of discovery, of history 
given new birth. 





Mortimer, John ri Morrow 
THE SILVER HOOK /0//|% $3.00 


A divorce case in which his middle-aged client fights furiously for her freedom 
and a second chance at happiness, makes young British lawyer Ransom, thirty-ish, wonder 
whether he hasn't missed something vital in life in his single-minded pursuit of a law de- 
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gree and practice. His vague speculations are sparked off by a chance acquaintance- Caro- 

line- the wife of a brutal, minor league Svengali, who is determined to exert a commanding 

influence on those close to him. Ransom helps Caroline break Letts’ hold upon her, but on- 
ly to a certain extent, and they engage in a rather sad little affair, which Letts termin- 

ates just when Caroline is ready to seek a divorce. In the end, Caroline makes the concil- 
jatory overture of phoning Ransom who wonders-as he goes to answer- if this is to be a re- 

sumption of their barren liaison. A depressing, though convincing picture of little people 
whose lives are hopelessly enchained by circumstantial and emotional involvements. 


October 19 


Smith, W. G. Farrar, Straus 
ANGER AT INNOCENCE $3.00 


Returning through the rain to the warehouse where he is night-watchman, Ted catch- 
es, but releases, Rodina as she attempts to pick his pocket. She returns to see him on a 
subsequent night, and from then on they engage in a futile and doomed affair, played out in 
the lost little back alleys of the South Philadelphia slums. Juarez, a neighbor of Rodina's, 
pockmarked, wizened and hate-filled after a childhood echoed with the calls of "Mex" and 
"Spick", serves as a deux ex machina for the leading characters whose thoughts he voices 
in a prose worthy of a Harvard graduate. The morning after Juarez has impelled Ted and 
Rodina into an incident of gunplay and blood-letting that ends their hopeless liaison, 
Juarez is found hung in his nearby room. As in Last of the Conquerors, there is the same 
concern with the victims of prejudice and poverty, the intensity which is often uncontrolled. 


Waugh, Evelyn AT Tt Little, Brown 
HELENA / $2.75 


A retelling of the story of St. Helena which has some support from tradition, 
leans on the picturesque in preference to the plausible (the author), is not intended as 
hagiography but as entertainment and permits some "wilful anachronism"- our Helena here 
bounces in with such expressions as "What a sell". For all of this, there is no irrever- 
ence and Waugh's closing lines on this story of the woman who- through a dream- was to find 
guidance to the Cross on which Christ was crucified conveys a message of conviction and of 
hope. This life, which began in surmise, ended in legend, follows the accepted assumption 
that she was born in Britain, went with Constantius (dull when drunk and sly when sober, so 
her father said) to Europe where Constantius was to head up a great army, leave her for 
other women, and summarily announce his marriage to a second wife. Many years after the 
accession of her son, Constantine, as Emperor of the World, his black moods and black years 
of terrorization and death, Helena was to come to Rome, start on the pilgrimage which ended 
in her discovery of the Cross. An intellectual invention which is not without its spirit- 
ual significance, this still does not subdue the occasional bright badinage , the wit which 
is a worldly one, although it will be the name that will carry this to its audience. 


October 20 


Davidson, David - Random House 
IN ANOTHER COUNTRY 7 $3.00. 


None of the sharper dramatic effects of his first book, The Steeper Cliff, or for 
that matter- The Hour of Truth, this handles- with considerably less seriousness and some 
raillery the odyssey of a young American in England, sexually rather than intellectually 
inclined. In recall, Burgess Miller,who was to become a famous radio news commentator- 
married to Georgie- but sleeping around- , goes back to a season spent in a Mrs. Seam's 
Bloomsbury boarding house, to certain friendships, and to the love for Pamela, bright, wan- 
ton, inaccessible (to Burgess), and unforgettable in later years. This also backtracks over 
his desperate pursuit (at twenty two) of women; one night of adultery; the delayed seduc- 
tion of Betty- an hysterical type; and finally the infatuation for Pamela. This return in 
time and in memory serves as a release, leads Burgess to the realization that Pamela is only 
the perpetuation of his immaturity, frees him to take up again his marriage to Georgie... 
Some fairly facile writing here disguises a rather slack story and an unappealing type, the 
tentative, thwarted male, though to some his fiascos may be funny. (And some Public Libra- 
ries may not approve of wild oats on their diet.) 
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October 23 


Dutton 


Coxhead, Nona 
HOUSE OF MIRROR $3.00 


* There's a deft discernment here in this story of an egocentric rooming house land- 
lady of outstanding but undisciplined talents, and the hold she sustains over her lonely 
tenants, the vicarious interest she asserts and inserts in their lives - often disastrously. 
When Gloria abandons them temporarily as she imagines herself in love with a new English 
roomer who reminds her of her father (she has an insurmountable father complex), Ricci and 
Norman, the pianists- they have a homosexual relationship- find they can't practice with- 
out her; Rolfe, the singer, finds that his voice has gone dead; and Liz, the would-be model, 
reverts back to her gum-chewing, heels-run-over days. When Gloria's lover leaves, his eyes 
opened to her failings, Gloria somewhat unsuccessfully attempts to pick up the strings which 
weave her magic. Some fine writing here, and a subtlety and aaa saitien perceptiveness 
more intensified than in her earlier books. 


Wagner, Constance | Knopf 
SYCAMORE $2.75 


A definitely feminine appeal here - for Northern Jane comes - as a bride - to 
lites and finds that nothing is as casual, informal, vapid, or superficial as she has 
known in her urban - international upbringing. Deep, deep under the surface of the small 
town of Sycamore are the threatening characters, and the situations they create, of her 
mother-in-law and her triumphant rightness, her father-in-law and his subservience to the 
demands of his married position, her husband, who loses his acquired sophistication when 
the home roots smother his disinterest - and all the close-woven fabric of the town's never- 
waning concern over the Knowles' past, present - and possible future. Jane's fight all 
along the line is underlined by the return of her husband's old love, by the appearance of 
an epidemic, by the emergence of the family's bastard as a political contender, by the so- 
cial pressures brought on by her position. With the climax of her pregnancy and an elec- 
tion, Jane's marriage - and her in-laws - come under control - even if a new order takes 
over. This has an enveloping quality that will capture most women, for the interest in 
household decor and social signatures is pervasive. : 


Raddall, Thomas H. bea Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
THE NYMPH AND THE LAMP 2 $3.00 


A new role- to American readers- for the Canadian novelist - in a story of a re- 
mote outpost, a radio station on Marina Island, graveyard of ships, and of the stormy emo- 
tional conflict as Isabel Jardine, thirty and disillusioned as to romance throws in her 
lot with Matt Carney, fabled Viking radio operator, who seemed to like Marina. On leave- 
after ten isolated years- Matt Carney finds the world has passed him by. Oniy Isabel can 
‘strike a spark, and at the eleventh hour he asks her to marry him, offers to abandon Marina 
for another post - and then accepts her decision to go back with him. But Marina is worse 
than she had imagined; she rebuffs Matt for a time- then seeks his attentions- and finally 
betrays him when the changes of the winter rigors prove too much for her - and for Greg 
Skane, assistant chief. Then an accident seems to write finis. She thinks she has escaped 
her fate- and only a chance and belated discovery reveals where her real love lies- and 
her salvation. While the basic pattern is a not unfamiliar one, Raddall has given it new 
twists- and told his story against a primitive and weirdly fascinating setting. 


October 24 


Carroll, Gladys Hasty Macmillan 
CHRISTMAS WITHOUT JOHNNY $2.50 





Through the medium of a rather heartbreaking little story, Gladys Hasty Carroll 
has made a sound contribution to the cause of parent and teacher education. Perhaps such 
was not her intent, but no amount of theory could be more potent than this story of Johnny 
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Lee, whose apparent indifference and apathy concealed a hurt and troubled heart. His fath- 
er thought him something of a sissy, because he liked to play with a girl who lived near 
their farm, and because he didn't like games with the boys. His mother was too much ab- 
sorbed in the baby to notice Johnny's loneliness. He hated to go to school because his 
teacher harped endlessly on his shortcomings, his tendency to lateness, his carelessness. 
He seemed always to lose touch just as he thought he'd found a friend, a refuge - the new 
Methodist minister, the Sunday School teacher, the school superintendent. Finally, driven 
by fear and despair, he ran away. But he stopped first- in a dream emporium - to buy all 
the people he'd hoped could like him Christmas presents. And there he was found by a man 
who felt he understood - and was brought back to the people who were facing in terrified 
self appraisal the fear that they might be having "Christmas without Johnny".... Sentiment- 
al- perhaps - but sometimes more is accomplished that way. And Johnny seems very real. 


October 36 2 ly 


Forester, C. S. Little, Brown 
RANDALL AND THE RIVER OF TIME $3.00 


A different sort of hero is Charles Randall from any created by Mr. Forester be- 
fore now. And somehow he has little of the hero about him, and- as he faces a strange 
America at the end - he seems a rather ordinary young man to whom extraordinary things have 
happened. At 19, he was almost incredibly naive, and the one reality was the horror of 
trench warfare back in 1917. Even leave in London was strange, particularly when. it turned 
out so different from his plans. He found himself involved with an “invention” which was, 
he thought, just noticing something wrong and using his scientist's training to analyze why- 
and what could be done about it. More important still, he was caught in a maze which later 
threatened his life, with a woman, several years older than himself, who saw an outlet for 
herself, first from boredom- later from widowhood. That eventually he became still further 
involved in manslaughter gives a melodramatic twist which altered the current of life.... 
An odd book for Forester to have written - and not wholly successful. 


October 31 


Duncan, David Macmillan 
NONE BUT MY FOE $3.00 


Again an intelligent, and fairly intense drama of emotional dislocation which is 
not without its awareness of society in general for the story of Stephen Smith, a writer, 
whose wife Ellen has just died- indirectly because of her effort to counteract an incident 
of unwarranted hysteria. Propelled by bitterness, revenge and a sense of guilt he does not 
recognize, Stephen lashes out at Langley Briton, the mayor, whom he considers responsible, 
with insulting innuendos, and then- to parallel the spiritual prejudice which has corrupted 
the community- writes a warning anonymous letter forecasting the poisoning of the town's 
drinking water. In the chain reaction of fear and hysteria which is set off, Stephen has 
the satisfaction of watching Briton joust with another scarecrow, does not foresee its 
twisted turning as the wrong man, his friend, is victimized, but in the end is able to de- 
flect an uncontrolled mass reaction and save himself, physically and emotionally. The snow- 
balling of an act of malice to dimensions and directions not dreamed of- this reflects the 
trigger tendency of a society quickly set off balance and is absorbing. 


October Late 


/ 


Balchin, Nigel Houghton, Mifflin 
WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR $3.00 


Report repeated from February 1, 1950 Bulletin, page 72 as follows: "Returning to 
the particular climate--the community of scientist--of The Small Back Room, but without the 
dramatic sharpness of that book which reached an even greater intensity in Mine Own Execu- 
tioner, this still argues around a point of conscience with considerable effectiveness. 
Lucas Sewell, a research man, whose lifework has been spent on a project concerning the 
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mechanism of epidemics, reaches a successful conclusion with definitive evidence, but is 
told--by the government--that its publication will jeopardize national security in the 
event of a possible war. The variance between the scientist's outlook--the common good-- 
and the politicians' concern for just one country creates the conflict here and Sewell, as 
well as Marriott, a youngster in the laboratory, are tempted toward treason. Marriott, 
needled by an armless Irishman, a war victim, is almost gulled into betrayal, and at the 
close it is Sewell who realizes that personal vanity has been involved on his part, impetu- 
ous idealism on Marriott's, and the affair is closed... The writing here, as in the earlier 
books, is spare, swift, neat; the problem played out in its personal and ethical considera- 


tions.” ; 
October at& / 4 


Mackenzie, Compton Houghton, Mifflin 
TIGHT LITTLE ISLAND $3.00 


The novel from which the extremely amusing, enjoyable and photogenic moving pic- 
ture was made proves no twice-told tale. For the ludicrous agonies of the inhabitants of 
Little Todday when their liquor is cut off are as wryly diverting as its animated version, 
from the return of the Sergeant Major to claim his bride to the wet, wet wedding celebra- 
tion. And this fills in all the little bits about the people - their anguish at the 
thought of a non-alcoholic island, their subervience to the Sabbath laws, the anxious joy 
over the ship that has foundered and whose cargo is liquor, and the gigantic efforts to get 
that cargo, home guard, law - or no, and their successful evasion of the excisemen. Gaelic 
humor and speech, this adds up to a well wetted-down yarn. 


And one virtually published- August 28 


Lindsay, Philip Sheridan House 
THE RAKE'S PROGRESS $2.75 


With no more subtlety than that encountered in Hogarth's Rake’s Progress and Har- 

Lot’s Progress,this deals with a young country comer to the London of the 1740's who dips 
into the bagnios and bucket-of-blood saloons that seem to have been the city's chief archi- 
tectural features of that era. Having seen the master's series of drawings, he feels that 
his life is running an inevitable parallel to that of the "Rake" right down to the last 
scene in Bedlam. He has a near-miss at a mariage a la mode that surely would have sent him 
there fast, and finds salvation with a trollop of madonna-like detachment. She is a West 
Indian miss of illegitimate status who comes to London in search of her father--a cove oper- 
ating under the title of "The Gentleman" and is nearly raped by him before they can xlarify 
their genealogy. Alternating between the sinks of the capital and the sea-swept rural 
charms of the hero's native Winchelsea, the thin little tale is wagged by its historical 
setting. Nothing new but ought to interest addicts of the historical novel who should en- 
joy the better than average writing and the humorous puns that spot the action. | 


MYSTERIES-WESTERNS & THRILLERS init. 


September 1 
Hubbard, Margaret Ann Bruce 
MURDER. TAKES THE VEIL $2.50 


The map of murderland has a new waystation---St. Aurelian's convent-college iso- 
lated in the Louisiana bayou country. A fall in enrollment forces Mother Theodore to import 
three lay--and male--instructors. With them enters multiple murder tied to an old tragedy 
that involves one of the students. A maverick entry, this should interest those who favor 
atmosphere and a slowly-unfolding case of deduction over the more usual bang-bang thriller. 
There's no undue stress on religion and interest should not be limited to Catholic readers. 


September 21 


Arthur, Burt Doubleday 

STIRRUPS IN THE DUST $2.50 

When the state legislature disbands the Texas Rangers, former Ranger Johnny Cana- 

van and his friends, the ranchers along the Mexican border, find themselves run ragged by a 
high-powered gang of rustlers Two pretty girls, Johnny's smart and personable mare, Aggie, 
and a small ranch all play their part.... Hard riding and easy reading. 
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September 27 


Wentworth, Patricia Lippincott 
THROUGH THE WALL $2.50 


A case for the omniscient Miss Silver - although she enters it from a far peri- 
meter. Marian Brand, unsuspecting heiress, finds a household full of jealous family when 
her uncle dies and leaves her in complete power; Miss Silver, against her own best wishes, 
cannot get out of the blackmail case that a young singer offers her. When Marian's prob- 
lems link into the murders that result from the killing of the singer - Miss Silver shines- 
perhaps refulgently - but always logically. Neat - in the Britannia rules class. 


October 2 


Halleran, E. E. Macrae-Smith 
HIGH PRAIRIE , $2.50 


Northern Wyoming's Bighorn Mountains witness yet another chapter in the never- 
ending war between cattlement and farmers, and an unidentified band of rustlers join the 
fracas. Ex-soldier Dave Ashmead and his partner, Rowdy Peck, small ‘ranch owners, tread 
the tight-rope between the big operators and the settlers, solve the mystery of disappear- 
ing herds, and Dave wins a comely widow as wife. The action is patterned; the packaging 
attractive. 


October 5 


Lipsky, Eleazar Doubleday ~ 
THE PEOPLE AGAINST O'HARA $2.50 


The inside operations of New York's Homicide Bureau, and the later trial tactics 
and techniques which follow for the story of the shooting of an ex-con and the immediate 
arrest of the neighborhood boy who worked for: him, Johnny O'Hara. The retention of Curt- 
ayne, a broke and broken down trial lawyer to defend the boy- who wont talk- takes the case 
through the first trial, which Curtayne loses, to his subsequent clearance of his client 
when he exposes himself to the killer to get the evidence he needs. There's a nice por- 
trayal here of Curtayne, the counselor who never loses faith in his case- though the actual 
detection interest is slight. (A Crime Club Special.) 


October 16 


O'Malley, Frank Random House 
THE BEST GO FIRST $2.50, 


One of those private operatives with a fair amount of tensile resilience, this 
introduces Mike Cavanaugh, when he is hired by Liza Wilson to keep his eye on her older 
brother, Roger, who is about to do away with her younger brother, Ted. With Roger's death 
however Cavanaugh changes his affiliations and investigation, probes beyond the very pretty 
face value of Liza to the factors of illegitimacy and money which propel the killer. Stren- 
uous, but not too smart. 


October 17 


Hughes, Dorothy B. Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE CANDY KID | $2.50, - 


El Paso, Santa Fe, and ultimately Los Alamos for a runaround in which Jo Aragon, 
whose curiosity is greater than his caution, undertakes to pick up a package of perfume for 
Dulcy (dulce- the candy kid), sets off a series of events which he doesn't understand but 
which lead to his hangdog determination to see it through when his younger cousin is killed 
and he has a score of guilt and anger to settle. Not her best, this is still a superior 
show of suspense in which the action is circuitous, the treatment unruffled. 
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October 18 





Palmer, Stuart M. S. Mill 
THE GREEN ACE $2.50 


Miss Hildegarde Withers, and her poodle add to their nuisance value when they take 
the last week of a condemned man's life to prove his innocence in the killing of a young 
girl. Inspector Piper is not amused at the ex-school teacher's methods in backtracking on 
the old crime and in nosing around in the new but sticks with her until she tagag her killer 
for keeps. Dependable and determined Miss Withers is always on hand with the fun and games. 


Iams, Jack Morrow 





A SHOT OF MURDER $2.50, 


Stanley Rockwell and his bride, Jane, take a peek behind the Iron Curtain to lo- 
cate a missing singer, and their honeymoon turns into something of a Walpurgis Night... 
with the society editor of their Ohio paper riding a helpful broomstick. There are spies, 
and counterspies, new drugs, and Pol.sh problems to complicate Rockwell's assignment and 
mistakes that lead to imprisonment vut the ironing out is complete at the finish. Zippy. 


October 19 


Bradley, Muriel Doubleday 
MURDER IN MONTANA ; $2.50 


Carson Calahan's visit to Montana to be with her friend Emmy turns both her and 
Emmy into dangerous potentials to a murderer when it is found that an accident is a pre- 
meditated killing, when another death occurs, and when Carson and Emmy are targets for death. 
Emmy's-doubts are believed by the Sheriff's deputy, Hansen, and it is he, intent on intan- 
gibles rather than deduction who gets his man - and his girl. Feminine - but no petticoats 
showing. 


Upfield, Arthur W. Doubleday 
THE BACHELORS OF BROKEN HILL $2.50 


A "mullock dump" of an Australian mining town is magicked into multiple murder by 
a mad family of legerdemain artists. Police Inspector Napoleon Bonaparte mines out the so- 
lution to the seemingly disconnected deceases of several bachelors, a hefty policewoman and 
assorted animals (cats predominating) after the police has been hopelessly stumped. A do- 
cile second story man with love and the honest support of his bride on his mind helps Bony 
along. Puns and cracks sparkle the style of the English-type who-dun-it that seems slated 
for a sure market. : 


[ 
RE 


Vv 
Boucher, Anthony- £d. Simon & Schuster 
FOUR-AND-TWENTY BLOODHOUNDS $3.06 


* A collection which emphasizes the detective of recent times in stories which have 
not appeared in any other anthology, most of which have not been in book form and some of 
which have been written, or rewritten, especially for this, and of which members of the 
Mystery Writers of America are authors. Each story is followed by a Detective Who's Who © 
biography. John Dickson Carr, Matthew Head, Harold Masur, James Fox, Clayton Rawson, D.B. 
Olsen, Lawrence Blochman, Stewart Sterling, August Derleth, Ellery Queen, Brett Halliday, 
Fredric Brown, George Harmon Coxe, Q. Patrick, Kelley Roos, Stuart Palmer are among the 
better known; Verne Chute, Lillian de la Torre and others round out the round-up of the 
current crop. A sure entertainment bet which will be of special interest to the mystery 
market. : | 
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MUST BOOKS 
August 23 


MacDonald, Betty Lippincott 
ANYBODY CAN DO ANYTHING $2.75 


Laurels to the lady who can make laughter for others and capital for herself of 
what many might term miseries, whether they be the misadventures of chicken ranching- com- 
bined with marriage to the wrong man, a term in a TB sanitarium, or- as in this latest, 
job sampling in the depression, a charming mother whose ideas of finances were, to put it 
mildly, erratic, and a sister who could rub her Aladdin's lantern and produce almost any 
thing for her sister to do, from blind dates to eccentric jobs. Mary and "My Sister Eil- 
een" had many traits in common, but Mary had an imagination gifted in setting the pace- 
and facility in stepping out from under while Betty took the punishment. There's a beguil- 
ing first chapter which ties this book of adventures and misadventures in with the child- 
hood background of a mining engineer's household. The author then skips the years record- 
ed in The Egg and J, tells of her hasty departure from the hated ranch, and then regales 
her readers with side splitting accounts of her job hunts, with Mary as arbiter. Told in 
dialogue and almost deadpan narrative, they make highly entertaining reading. The book is 
substantially longer than the samples which ran in the SEP as It All Happened To Me. 


September 5 


Heyerdahl, Thor Rand McNally 
KON- TIKI $4.00 


** A tale of true adventure that makes most adventure fiction seem pallid, and that 
reenforces one's belief that all the world finds enchantment in South Sea island magic. 
For magic it seems when the author, a scientist convinced that the mysterious origin of 
the Polynesians lies in the equally mysterious disappearance of the pre-Inca Indians of 
Peru, finds that only by repeating their feat of sailing some 4,000 odd miles across the 
Pacific on balsa-rafts can he prove his theory. This is the story of that incredible feat, 
and of the oddly assorted group of six Scandinavians that achieved their goal, a reef-bound 
island inside Polynesia. The raft expedition rivals Jules Verne, with full quota of storms 
and strange monsters of the sea, of adventures with sharks, of seeing a live snake mackerel, 
a rare whale shark, of shipwreck on the reef, within sight of success,of acceptance by 
natives as reincarnations of white gods, of the 101 days of open ocean and the calm deter- 
mination to make the expedition scientifically accurate in the records kept on the way. 
A completely unorthodox viewpoint finds convincing claims in a story that ranks with the 
best of the classics of adventure. To be illustrated with the author's photographs. Book 
of the Month for September- (alternate- Faulkner's Collected Stories). 


Average Up- Though Few Sure Sellers 


Important on several counts, Thomas Sugrue'’s WATCH FOR THE MORNING (Harper); Jonathan 
Daniel's long awaited biography of Harry S. Truman, THE MAN OF INDEPENDENCE (Lippincott); 
a fine addition to the Portable Library in the five volume POETS OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
(Viking); sensational expose~ SMERSH by Nicola Sinevirsky (Holt); an important political 
figure of the French Revolution, PIERRE VERGNIAUD in a biography by Claude Bowers (Mac- 
millan), and a disturbing and convincing inside picture of China, PEKING DIARY by Derk 
bode (Schuman). Varie.’.but they'll need intelligent backing. See pages following for these 
high spots 
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Announcing for September 6 


Steegmuller, Francis Farrar, Straus 
FLAUBERT AND MADAME BOVARY $4 .00 


This biography, published by Viking in 1939 (see our report- Dec. 15, 1938- P. 
584) will be reissued by Farrar, Straus. This is sound publishing in view of the fact that 
the author is translating and preparing a selection of Flaubert's letters for Farrar,Straus' 
Great Letters Series 


September 7 


Mitchell, Edwin Valentine A. A. Wyn 
THE ROMANCE OF NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUES $3.00 


Pleasant peregrinations by a popular guide among the scenes behind the scenes of 
New England antiques today. Not a how-to-do-it book, but one that should make the collec- 
tor of amateur status give a second look at his treasures, new appraisal, wondering just 
where they fit into the scenes glimpsed here. Whether he writes of collecting as such- or 
antique dealers- or auctions; whether he warns of reproductions and fakes; whether he hints 
at secret hiding places; whether he tells of things to look for in seaports, or of whitt- 
ling and whittlers, tinsmiths and peddlers, timepieces, chests, chairs, pewter, silverware, 
glass, or pottery, always he has a wealth of human interest bits about the people who pro- 
duced the goods, and the collectors today and yesterday, who brought them to light again. 
Edwin Valentine Mitchell has a unique and intimate quality in his writing. 


September 11 


Moranz, John Richard R. Smith 
MASTERY OF DRAWING $10.00 


This should prove many times over worth the price, as it is virtually a one-wolume 
handbook of instruction in practical terms for the would-be artist. Assuming an interest 
and some measure of ability (or shall we say facility?) on the part of the reader, John 
Moranz, out of his own practical experience, analyzes the breakdown of techniques. He il- 
lustrates each point with drawings- 1150 individual drawings in all. He takes the head as 
his first major topic; follows the block method, then the shift to the cube for all round 
study, then the features, individually, finally the finished portrait, the importance of 
lighting, the problem of expression. From there he goes on to hands and feet, figure draw- 
ing, the draped figure, the achievement of perspective, the importance of composition, and- 
in final sections - the application of what has been learned to advertising layout, illus- 
tration, commercial art, with one side excursion on the drawing of animals. In addition to 
the drawings there are a number of color inserts. 


September 12 


Chesterton, G. K. Sheed & Ward 
THE COMMON MAN $3.00 


While the market for essays is a specialized and limited one, it is a perceptive 
and appreciative one,and today's publishing affords little for its demands. In Chesterton 
there is perennial delight for the essay reader, and a new collection of 44 hitherto un- 
published (in book form) essays is sure to appeal. Suave urbanity, originality of view- 
point, humor, critical judgment, heresy (to the orthodox and conventional), all of these 
characteristics one expects- and finds. The subject matter varies from literary and criti- 
cal to coeducation, vulgarity, laughter - and his famous defense of Catholic schools. Despite 
the Sheed and Ward imprint, this is not keyed necessarily to Catholic markets. 
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Lieb, Frederick G. 
THE BASEBALL STORY 


The controversy marches on. This- tops among the current spate of diamond docu- 
mentation- traces the game back to the Nile League of 2000 BC (or even farther, to the first 
ape that batted cocoanuts with a fallen branch). The statisticians will complain that hier- 
oglyphics have not revealed the Di Maggio of the Pyramid Club... From the Sahara to the New 
World- as the "macaronis" with straw skimmers and handle-bar moustaches played "the New York 
Game" of the 1850's. From there, the gay illiterates of post bellum days take the field 
and doff their hats to the "ladies" sections, peopled by their bosom friends of the tender- 
loin. Finally, he reaches the relatively modern and far better known era of diamond record- 
ings in thorough coverage. The heroes, the goats, the great teams and managers, and the 
comet-like one season stars, all get space in a fact-crammed book which provides good read- 
ing for the literate bleacher fans. The author is well known in sports writing circles. 


September 18 


White, W. L. Harcourt, Brace 
BERNARD BARUCH $2.00 


Deceptively simple in style and presentation, here is the life story of an out- 
standing figure in national and world politics,- speculator, Wall Street financier, advisor 
to successive Presidents, statesman and first and last patriot, Bernard Baruch. The bio- 
grapher shows this fabulous man in every phase, now as direct narrative in more or less 
chronological record, now through the achievements by which he built his reputation. At 
80, Baruch is a potent figure, forcing Congress to take note of the steps he urges to safe- 
guard our economy. As head of an atomic commission, he charted world policies to ensure 
our national survival. One sees him as an elder statesman, great in stature; as a human 
being in relation to his family, his friends, his associates; as financial genius, compart- 
mentalizing those facets of his life. Unfortunately, the author, in his zeal for building 
Baruch's stature does it at times at the expense of men who have also made their contribu- 
tion to their country's welfare. A short book- but a good portrait of a great American. 


September 20 


Smith, Logan Pearsall- fd Harcourt, Brace 
HANNAH WHITALL SMITH $3.00 


Before his death Logan Pearsall Smith had edited a collection of his Mother's let- 
ters for publication and this is the volume, now introduced in a biographical preface by 
Robert Gathorne-Hardy. It is a correspondence, addressed to family and friends, which is a 
joy to read, for although Mrs. Smith was a Quaker of wide renown (her book, The Christian’s 
Secret of a Happy Life, was, and still is, tremendously popular) she did not sink her whole 
personality into her religion and her sparkle and frolicsome qualities come through with 
great charm. From her girlhood, through her marriage and children, births and deaths, all 
along her travels in Europe and America, her letters carry little personal touches of both 
her private and public life that will delight the reader. Not that she is unaware of topics 
of the times, for there is much of them, but her whole approach is so lively and interested 
that there is no feeling of over-sedateness on any subject. An intimate, captivating pic- 
ture of a woman and her times. 

September 21 


Dietz, Howard- foreword by A. A. Wyn 
THE "REEL" BENCHLEY paper $1.00: cloth $2.50 


Stills from the old Benchley shorts show some of the hilarious moments of How To 
Sleep, How To Train A Dog, How To Be A Detective, The Romance of Digestion, No News Is Good 
News, The Courtship Of The Newt and for those who remember what fun Benchley's harried dis- 
sertations were these will bring nostalgic recall. The positions (and the pajamas) of the 
sleeping series, the leers and nonsense that are part of the digestive lecture, the irra- 
tionality of the learned sortie into newts' romancing, etc., etc. are giddy enough, although 
nothing can equal the actual performance. A plus-sale item for devotees. 
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September 20 


Sugrue, Thomas Harper 
r WATCH FOR THE MORNING $3.50 


* A profoundly moving story of Palestine's Jewish pioneers and the battle for Israel, 
which in its spiritual quality goes infinitely deeper into the reader's mind and heart than 
does Arthur Koestler's Promise and Fulfillment (Macmillan), published last Fall. It covers 
a@ good deal of the same material, but does it in such human terms that the reader feels a 
part of the whole dramatic march of events, a first hand observer of the miracle of a minor- 
ity beating off the better equipped, ostensibly more powerful Arab forces. Where Koestler 
prefaces his story of the battle for survival with an historical survey, Sugrue gives one a 
sense of the traditional roots, the human strivings for a goal, the sporadic beginnings - 
here through scholars living in a vacuum, but upholding the faith that kept their people 
alive; there a struggling community; finally, a surge of intense nationalism as Europe's 
tragedy thrust thousands forth, and communal living proved one vital answer. He shows how 
the Arab situation was aggravated from without; how the Jews had hoped and prayed it might 
be solved from within; how the British played both ends against the middle. He sketches 
the successive abortive efforts at settlement. He recounts the tragic conflict, with ex- 
cesses that set the cause back and enhanced the bitterness. He shows how the power of the 
Arab League lies in three facts:- Arab oil, a physical facet; the West's fear of Russia, an 
emotional facet; Anti-Semitism, a spiritual facet. He shows how the new propaganda line 
uses Communism, the problem of the Arab refugees, and the issue of the Holy Places to en- 
flame opposition. But he feels that the Jews of Israel have survived a mystical initiation 
and will endure. A book written with a touch of greatness. 


September 25 


Bailey, John- £d. Dutton 
} THE SATURDAY EVENING POST CARTOONS $3.00 


A selection, from five years of the SEP which is introduced with some substantial 
analysis of humor and cartooning by the editor, of funny pictures from many a pen this ex- 
presses a large range of human failings and a wide area to the human funnybone... From fa- 
mily and household disarray, to public appearances, from the pompous clubman to the wise- 
guy brat, from the bright young things to the animal world - here are some thoroughly en- 
livening sketches of the American scene which should have their place in the humor section. 


Lichten, Frances Scribner 
DECORATIVE ART OF VICTORIA'S ERA $12.50 


There's a horrid fascination in this album of Victorian what nots (to misuse the 
term deliberately!), and yet here and there, one has a sense of sentimental childhood re- 
call (if you were born in the 19th century)- and frequently, one recognizes an original 
source of some fad of today. The material falls into fourteen sections, with introductory 
commentary on the passing scene, historically, industrially, socially, artistically inter- 
preted. The whole makes caustic commentary or perceptive survey of the Victorian era, with 
a bow to the earnest effort to express themselves, and a firm.determination to give due 
recognition to the influences- good and bad- that set the pace. From the needlework and 
paintings on velvet of Victoria's naive childhood, to the landscape painting, the cast iron 
sculpture of the gardens, the hunting lodge furniture, the tartans of Albert's taste, and 
the excesses of the Gothic and romantic, the classic and Egyptian in the decorative notes 
of architecture and interior decorating, one turns- appalled and intrigued- to the photo- 
graphs of the best of the period of our grandparents and great grand-parents. Furniture, 


@pashicns, fabrics, embellishments of the ottoman and lambrequin period, and the grand fi- 





“nale as Eastman took over and the Turkish cosy corner found its way into even "simple" 
homes - text and pictures set horrible examples of an era not too far gone. 
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Berryman, John 
STEPHEN CRANE $3.75 
A serious and deeply analytical book about the life and complete works of the au- 
thor of The Red Badge of Courage Stephen Crane was first made popular if not famous--fame 
had already come in a selected group--by Thomas Beers'charming and colorful, if over-roman- 
tic and not always accurate biography, appearing in about 1924. Here Crane appears as a 
sort of Villon of American letters, the friend of outcasts and prostitutes, something of a 
vagabond himself, and withal a man of genius. Berryman overlays--or underlays this picture 
with a deep patina of Kafka. Berryman is of the psychoanalytical school of writers, and in 
digging into Crane's childhood and youth, he professes to find the source and explanation 
of Crane's "impressionism". In doing this he reduces Crane to his component parts, rather 
than creating a complete picture of him. Nevertheless Berryman despite his adherence to 
Freud, is a very intelligent critic of English literature and the book as it progresses 
grows in interest and grasp. Berryman does not let Crane's fame rest alone on Jhe Red 
Badge of Courage as it does for most people; but takes up all his works, novels, poems and 
short stories with serious--often grim--interest. He brings out the interesting fact that 
Crane was the personal friend and artistic confrere of such great artists as Henry James 
and Joseph Conrad. A compelling and high calibered piece of literary criticism, marred as 
it is by a lack of humor, an affected style, and the lack of perspective common to the 
Partisan Review writers. A real addition to modern critical writing. For students of 
literature, American or English, and for those interested especially in Stephen Crane. 


September 27 


Daniels, Jonathan Lippincott 
THE MAN OF INDEPENDENCE $3.75 


* Regardless of one's political bias, it would be hard to read this biography of 
Harry S. Truman without a sincere conviction that this is what posterity may very well say 
of him. Jonathan Daniels has succeeded in doing a perceptive, sympathetic and yet an ob- 
jective story of the man and his role, to sustain the American democratic faith in the 
capacity of ordinary men to govern themselves. One might almost say that Daniels has re- 
scued Truman from the needlings of petty criticism, in much the same measure that Sherwood 
rescued Harry Hopkins. And he does it - not by fulsome praise or whitewashing, but by 
sincere portraiture of a man who met a challenge with magnificent modesty and clear self 
possession. He rebuilds the picture of Truman's early life, symbolic of those qualities 
that characterize America; the case history of Harry Truman is the case history of the 
direction of American democracy; the meaning of the 1948 election is "resounding re-empha- 
sis of a continuing American Revolution". The facts of his early years are familiar ones; 
Daniels has given them no particular re-emphasis; he has simply selected those aspects that 
bear on the man today and illustrate his courage, his optimism, his gift for loyalty, his 
stubbornness, his genius for friendship. The political conditioning- a spoke in the Pender- 
gast machine- barely touched him with "guilt by association", for his honesty was unimpeach- 
able - his fault that quality of loyalty. He saw Pendergast as the epitome of the business 
man boss. But in Washington, as Senator, he was able to make his own place, never subser- 
vient to his chief. He didn't want the post; but he made a success of it. He didn't want 
the Vice Presidency- but he enjoyed it. He certainly didn't want the Presidency- but he 
wanted to be reelected on his own record- and he went to the people for the verdict. He 
feels his mistakes have been those of pushing too fast, and Daniels cites his aid to Russia 
stand, his cancellation of Lend-Lease, and other instances. These last months have shown 
that he possessed a unique gift for forceful expression, a determination to stand by his 
beliefs built out of the soil and the spirit of America A heartening book, somehow, a 
good book to read when one needs to reenforce one's own faith in America. 
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Auden, W.H. & Viking 
Pearson, Norman Holmes- £7; $12.50 per set; $2.50 per vol. 
POETS OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE Pre-pub-$10 per set 


This most important development in the Viking Portables has been some time in the 
making and is a significant achievement in scholarship and editorial acumen. The poet Au- 
den, the critic Norman Pearson, have combined their qualifications to reassess our heritage 
of great poetry for a completely new basic collection, in five volumes. Vol. I- Langland 
to Spenser; Vol. V Tennyson to Yeats- and the intervening volumes span the centuries be- 
tween, British and American, lyric, dramatic, epic, narrative. The general principles of 


‘ selection are defined as picturing the poetical tradition. The arrangement is fundamental- 


ly historical. The texts appear in their contemporary form, except as they demand modifi- 
cation (of spelling, punctuation, etc.) for clarity today. There is no attempt to supply 
biographical data other than dates, and accompanying tables for historical perspective. In 
many instances- where most anthologies would not consider inclusion of the full text, in- 
clusions are given in full. For example, there are two Canterbury Tales; the whole of 
Anthony and Cleopatra, of Samson Agonistes, of The Rubaiyat, etc. Think of this five vo- 
lume unit as essential for public libraries with limited funds, school libraries, private 
libraries where space is at a premium; as ideal graduation gifts, wedding gifts, and so on. 
Incidentally, there is to be a de luxe edition-boxed- $17.50. 


Note at this point - that the other titles in the Portables will- on Sept. 30 advance to 


“$a 50 


October 2 


Sinevirsky, Nicola Henry Holt 
SMERSH $2.75 


Another inside, inside-Russia expose of the Soviet stranglehold and the methods 
of suppression and terrorization, this tells of Sinevirsky's experience with SMERSH, the 
counter-intelligence of the Fourth Ukrainian Front. Given the mission to gain entrance in- 
to the NKVD and destroy incriminating evidence against his own people- Carpathian Russians, 
he joined the Red Army and then was assigned to this particular branch where he found a 
system of agents, informers, spies based on the Soviet Union's mistrust of everything but 
itself. With VE day, they moved in on Prague, and shortly thereafter in Paradubitze he 
found his own dossier as an anti-communist,\was able to destroy it and remain above suspic- 
ion. And in the later months, he was able tio talk himself out of this branch, return home 
where he obtained a new false passport and Access to freedom and a fresh start... Interest- 
ing chiefly as a further documentary of the Soviet spiderweb as it ramified from country to 
country and as an example of its working methods based on the exploitation of the human 
fear of death- the treatment here, which is an excited one, could bear with a few controls. 


October 3 


Lynch, John W. Macmillan 
THIS LITTLE WHILE $3.00 


Poems based on the life of Christ. Taking texts from the Gospels, they either ex- 
pand them or interweave them into poems based on the Adoration of the Magi, the Flight into 
Egypt, the Crucifixion, etc., etc. The religious feeling seems to be sincere and intense, 
the versification is fair. But the whole seems to be a rehashed and diluted form of the 
immortal lines quoted from the Bible. There is a hint throughout of the "Second Coming". 
For readers interested in religious verse--if not of the first order. Imprimateur. 


October-5 


Larsen, Ellouise Baker | Doubleday 
AMERICAN HISTORICAL VIEWS OF STAFFORDSHIRE CHINA $15.00 


Published in 1939- now reissued and enlarged in view of research and discovery 
of new and vital material- this may well do more than supplement the standard work on the 
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subject by Barber. With a total here of close to 800 photographs, and a detailed text, this 
provides not only a handbook for the collector, but makes a definite contribution to scholar- 
ship in indications of the significance of these historical views to the American scene. 
Artist- original engraver and publisher- details of borders and border designs- color, etc. 
all provide clues to identification. In choice of illustration, the author has taken- 
chiefly from her own collection- those she feels most attractive, along with some rarities. 
The names familiar to collectors are all represented, and brief biographical and biblio- 
graphical notes precede the descriptive captions. A brief chapter towards the end gives ad- 
vice to collectors, and in an Addenda, an article on processes appears. 









October bf 





lo-'> Yomork 1 ,de 
é Doubleday 


THE PRUDENTIAL $5.00 





May, Earl Chapin 












The history of the "peculiar little company" from its inception to the present 
day this chronicles, in friendly manner, the rise of the Prudential Insurance Company of 
America. First a two-man project, John F. Dryden sold his idea of security for the poor 

to young Dr. Leslie Ward in Newark, New Jersey, in 1874, once this inexpensive insurance 
caught on it proved to be sound business and grew and grew, so that this account covers 

the importance of the actuarial tables, the punctiliousness of settling claims and compen- 
sations, the additional benefits that developed, and through the years the achievement as 

@ giant of business. The type of salesmanship is stressed, as are the heads of the organ- 
ization down to Carrol Shanks, its present incumbent, and the milestones of its progress 
through wars and depressions, disease and disasters. American enterprise given full treat-~- 
ment. Illustrated. 























October 10 


a '  Peattie, Donald Culross Houghton, Mifflin 
A NATURAL HISTORY OF TREES: Vol. I $5.00 


For those who read American Heartwood (gee 1949 bulletin file- P. 453) it will be 
no surprise that Donald Peattie is now launched on his major project, his natural history 
of American trees, and that he brings to this not only a profound love of trees, but schol- 
arship - a naturalist's scientific approach - and a gift for injecting even straight factual 
material with something of drama and color, humanity and history. This first volume covers 
northwestern United States, Eastern Canada, south of the Appalachians, and deals with native 
trees. It is intended for amateur or botanist- as an extensive handbook. In addition to 
specific catalogue of data aiding identification, he discusses something of the part cer- 
tain kinds of trees have played in America's growth, their ways of growing, their values, 
their range, and so on. Some of the inclusions go beyond what the layman thinks of ag trees 
to include sumachs, rhododendron and laurel, and some other marginal species. Illustrations 
by Paul Landacre are an essential to full appreciation (and not available as of this writing). 


Coastworth, Elizabeth Macmillan 
NIGHT AND THE CAT $3.50 


Some pleasant and fondly observed light poems about cats. This little volume 
falls below the highest level of cat-poetry, but it is not to be utterly disdained. Twelve 
drawings by the famous Japanese artist, Foujita, serve as illustrations. For cat lovers 
and collectors of cat-strophes. But not for the most intensely discriminating. 


Brown, John Mason . McGraw-Hill 
ee STILL SEEING THINGS $3.00 


Another collection of this popular columnist and lecturer's forays - into the 
world of the theater, books, movies, personalities, reminiscences. There's a lengthy in- 
troduction to the Portable Charles Lamb which combines literary criticism and biography 
attractively; there are appreciations of Churchill, Helen Hokinson, Robert Sherwood, 
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Philip Barry, Maxwell Perkins; there's a visit to an old teacher, the trials and tribula- 
tions of summer husbands, the art and importance of conversation, the contrast of the G.A.R. 


and today's veterans, the pleasures of etiquette and manners; there are pieces on the Lunts, 


Mae West, Clifton Webb, Laurence Olivier, and Katherine Hepburn; and there are reviews of 
the season's plays and pictures. Again the pleasing ease of style and the stimulation of 
a lively mind mark these readable pages. 


October t1 


Bliven, Bruce- £d Lippincott 
TWENTIETH CENTURY UNLIMITED $3.50 


The editor introduces this round-robin of surveys from the vantage point of the 
first fifty years of the 20th century, with a "prospect vile" summation of the decline from 
early optimism to despair, of the shocks to a new era's complacency, of the elements of in- 
security and disillusion, and with a Cassandra-like attitude for the future. But his con- 
tributors, whose articles are followed by brief biographical notes, manage on the whole to 
present a somewhat brighter backward - and forward - look. Elmer Davis reviews plans for 
world government - and criticizes them; Svirsky correlates the atom in war and, what it 
could be if allowed, in peace; Clark examines medical progress; Malcolm Cowley's chapter 
is on the writer, Clurman's on entertainment; Kilpatrick writes on progress in education, 


Cowgill on food, Nathan on business, Kluckhorn on manners and morals, Murray on trade union- 


ism, Thompson on population; and there are other chapters on art, music, cities, science 
and politics. Experienced in their fields, the authors of these reports offer a rather 
firmer ground for hope than the introduction might seem to promise. 


October 14 


Waterman, Thomas T. Univ. of WN. Carolina 
THE DWELLINGS OF COLONIAL AMERICA $10.00 


An important book and the next step for those who have enjoyed he Treasury of 
Early American Homes by Richard Pratt (Whittlesey - and a BOM dividend book). Much of the 
same material is used- but the approach is more scholarly, and the purpose primarily his- 
torical. This is called, rightfully, the family tree of early American houses, showing how 
certain phases developed from adaptations of European architectural features to New World 
requirements and availability. Through excavations and ruins, as well as surviving exam- 
ples, the characteristics of 17th and 18th century dwellings have been studied, plans re- 
drawn, styles and trends indicated. The material falls into geographical units,- the 
Southern Colonies, the Delaware Valley and Pennsylvania, the Hudson Valley and Eastern New 
Jersey, and New England. The emphasis on details and interiors gives one a sense of these 
dwellings of Colonial American being integral to the human story of our early history. 250 
photographs- numerous plans- Bibliography- Glossary and Index add to its substantial refer- 
ence value. 

October 16 


Blesh, Rudi & Janis, Harriet Knopf 
THEY ALL PLAYED RAGTIME $4.00 


The turn of the wheel has brought ragtime to the fore again, and here's a timely 
book which shows how Negro-originated ragtime jig-tuned a place for itself in American cul- 
ture and laid groundwork for development of much modern popular music. Its cradle was the 
sporting belt saloons and bordellos of Sedalia, Missouri during the gay '90's. Later it 
shifted its capital to St. Louis' waterfront, and with Jelly Roll Morton to Chicago- then 
Wew Orleans (there are claimants for the crescent city as its birthplace)- Kansas City- and 


finally Tin Pan Alley where white composers tried their hand at offbeat syncopation stemming 


back to the native drummers in West Africa. Where books on jazz have incorporated some of 
this material, this is- I believe- the first book on ragtime exclusively, the music, the 


era, the greats,- Joplin, Stark, Lamb, Johnson, Turpin, etc. With illustrations, a chronol- 


ogy, code symbols of ragtime sheet music publishers and copyright owners, a fairly complete 


list of compositions grouped by composers, a selective list of phonograph records, both disc 
and the hard-to-find cylinders and player piano rolls. Well written, zestful- for a special- 
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October 16 






Knopf, Mildred 0. Knopf 
THE PERFECT HOSTESS COOK BOOK $3.50 
















* Not since Thoughts for Food injected a new concept of gastronomy has there been 
so successful a venture in this particular phase of epicurean publishing. There have been 
superb specialty cook books; first rate general cook books; cook books which give a fillip 
to the imagination of the housewife. But here is a cook book that assumes (a) that you 
set a good table; (b) that you know more than the ABC's of good cooking and good eating. 
There are virtually no basic recipes here - and yet one has no feeling of its being so de 
luxe as to be outside the range of the hostess. It is just that the fine points of good 
food, the little extras that make a meal memorable, the off the beaten track ideas are 
given full rein. 800 recipes - and oh so many that I long to try out for myself. 









Darwin, Sir Francis- fd Henry Schuman 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF CHARLES DARWIN $3.00 










A streamlined abstract from Sir Francis Darwin's voluminous Life and Letters of 
Charles Darwin published in 1909 with a new introduction by George Gaylord Simpson, chair- 
man of the department of geology and paleontology at the American Museum of Natural History. 
This volume contains in addition to the brief autobiography, adoring eulogies by Darwin's 
son and daughter and letters to contemporary scientists - Hooker, Fox and the American sci- 
entist Asa Gray - concerned with preliminary investigations and preparation of Zhe Origin 

of the Species It is the letters which will be of most interest to the reader- revealing 
the tireless accumulation, examination and classification of material-rocks, plants and 
animals, clarifying Darwin's process, and his strivings to discover the mechanism of descent. 
The autobiography, a grudgingly dutiful chore, in parts self-consciously sentimental, in 
others naively self-critical, is of passing interest, and the very brief summary by Dr. 
Simpson which restates the much misconstrued work of Darwin, and interprets its present in- 
fluence is easy going for the layman. Vol. 17 in the Life of Science Library. fPora 
specialized market. 


















October 18 









Harlow, Alvin F. Dutton 
THE SERENE CINCINNATIANS $4.50 


Latest in a series that includes Jhe Proper Bostonians, The Romantic New Orleanians. 
etc., this takes a long look at the Queen City of the Ohio, where an almost European aware- 
ness of the past produces a "dynamic serenity" unique in its cosmopolitanism among American 
cities. The great love and appreciation of music makes it a contender for the title of the 
“new Vienna". As with the others of the series, this is gossip-column-deep in local society 
and personalities. The rest of the story- from the coming of the first whites to the frontier 
wilderness on the north bank of the Ohio, through the bawdy mushrooming days of the late 19th 
century, on to the progressive present with its model city government, this parallels in many 
details the story of the average burgeoning American city. The research is unimpeachable; but 
the style lacks the verve of some of the others. Interest, inevitably, will be liveliest in 
the region of Cincinnati. 
















Taylor, Harold- kd Harper 
ESSAYS IN TEACHING $3.00 


A collection of essays by specialists in the field of the liberal arts who have 
taught at one time at Sarah Lawrence College and have reached conclusions concerning the va- 
ae. lue and practice of college teaching. In the Preface and the first essay by the president, 
Harold Taylor, the subject is investigated and the ideals tentatively stated. The emphasis 
throughout is placed on the college as an integral factor of the community, supplying, first 
of all, an answer to the student's needs in the contemporary situation - economic, political, 
social, psychological - in which he finds himself. Among the essayists who discuss the 
teaching of literature, philosophy, psychology, history, art, music etc. - Horace Gregory, 
Helen Merrel Lynd, Rudolf Arnheim, Stephen Spender and others. A vital, exhilarating book, 
but limited market. 
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October 18 


Bergman, Leola Lippincott 


 ] AMERICANS FROM NORWAY $3.50 


A volume commemorating the past, and present, of Norwegians in America, this fol- 
lows the early voyages of Erikson and Karlsefni as the first white discoverers, goes on to 
those who came over with the Dutch in the 17th century and to the later background of the 
great emigration of 1925, and covers the course of those who came over on Norway's Mayflower, 
the Restaurationen. From there, the population shift, from the Eastern seaboard, to north- 
ern Illinois, southern Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota and ever westward, the importance of 
church, school and the press are examined; the next section is taken up with the Norwegian 
centers in Chicago, Minneapolis, Brooklyn and then the roster of outstanding Norwegian- 
Americans, in the professions and the arts and sciences, and in sea-faring, is called. A 
record of culture patterns and slow assimilation of what is now two and a half million of 
our population, this is sober, solid racial-group history, and an interesting panel of 
national background. 


Erskine, John Morrow 
MY LIFE IN MUSIC $3.50_ 


The author of The Private Life of Heien of Troy in a discursive reminiscence of 
his own musical "private life". Early in his boyhood during the '80's, Erskine was intro- 
duced to music by his choir-singing father who put him into the hands of an able teacher at 
a tender age. Later at Columbia, he came under the influence of Edward MacDowell. Return- 
ing to Columbia to teach, shortly after the first war, Erskine yearned to play the piano 
again, studied with Ernest Hutcheson, now President Emeritus of Juilliard, and was invited 
to take, and accepted, a directorship when that school was reorganized. From then on he 
was in the thick of things musical as director, teacher, librettist, concert-pianist and 
‘ecturer, until an automobile accident left him partially disabled physically. Overburdened 
with personalities of little interest to the general reader, this emerges as a very special 
item for musical tea devotees. Illustrated. 


Haig-Brown, Roderick L. Morrow 


MEASURE OF THE YEAR $3.00. — 


Of the nature writers today, Donald Culross Peattie and Roderick Haig-Brown are 
tops. Haig-Brown's early books accustomed one to think of him as writing primarily about 
fishing in the Canadian southwest (or our own northwest). This new book is of broader gen- 
eral interest, with fishing (an enchanting essay on fishing with his children which is more 


about the children than the fishing) merely incidental to other lures. Accented by the sea- 


sons' round, he writes of many things in country living, of visitors and gardens, of tools, 
of walks, of birds and wild life, of community sharing, of country neighbors. Throughout 


there's the scent and sight and feel of the out of doors, keen observation of nature's ways, 
the traditional rhythm of the woods and streams done with an individuality characteristic of 


his writing. His tribute to his wife - his word pictures of the children and the joys and 
responsibilities of parenthood, leave an impress of a happy rounded life as writer- farmer- 
family man- and good citizen. Those who like essays- those who like outdoor books will 
enjoy it. 

October 19 


Noyce, Wilfred Roy 
SCHOLAR MOUNTAINEERS $3.50 


In part an editing job- in part an interpretative one, this deals with twelve per- 


sonalities, and the part mountains played in their philosophy, their thinking. In only two 
instances would even the mountain addict think of these men in relation to mountains. Dante, 


Petrarch, Rousseau, De Saussure, Goethe, the Wordsworths, John Keats, Ruskin, Leslie Stephen, 


Nietzsche, Pope Pius XI, Robert Falcon Scott - these are the"pioneers of Parnassus” repre- 
sented in this very specialized collection of essays. 
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October 20 

Kavanaugh, Ethel Caxton 

WILDERNESS HOMESTEADERS gern 

S°.00 


What happened when a couple of females, an office worker, sated with the banali- 
ties of civilized cities, and her young daughter, set out to become homesteaders on Ameri- 
ca's "Last Frontier"--Alaska. Staking out a claim on the largely unsettled Kenai Penin- 
sula, they shot bear and venison for meat (and to provide protection for their vegetable 
garden), longed for close neighbors, lugged in tons of supplies, mostly in back-packs, 
cleared and tilled land, hauled logs and built their own snug well-equipped log-cabin, and 
surprised everyone who said that a couple of women couldn't do it. A pioneering cat moth- 
er and her frisky family who accompanied Mrs. Kavanaugh into the wilderness outwitted 
kitteniciding bears and kept their place clear of field mice and squirrels. A unique ac- 
count of what the "weaker sex" can accomplish. 


Emrich, Duncan- fd 1a | Vanguard 
COMSTOCK BONANZA /). | $3.75 


That lively "ghost" and current tourist attraction, Virginia City, scarred guard- 
ian of the fabulous Comstock Lode, is the subject of this collection that delves largely 
into the ranks of forgotten American authors and comes up with a rousing vignette of the 
Old West, succinctly edited by the Chief of Folklore Division of the Library of Congress. 
Contributors are: John Ross Browne, versatile observant traveller whose works preceded and 
probably influenced some of Melville's and Twain's; Fred Hart, newspaperman and author of 
Reveilleand The Sazerac Lying Club; James W. Gully, prolific producer of newspaper stor- 
ies; Dan de Quille (William Wright) beloved Nevadan Writer and author of the classic The 
Big bonanza; Joseph T. Goodman, publisher of The Territorial Enterprise and discoverer of 
Mark Twain; Sam Davis, roving newspaper writer and editor; and the two big guns--Bret Harte 
and Mark Twain. A rich mother lode of Americana and Nevadana that can be recommended to 


all Western enthusiasts. 


Morrison, Theodore | Viking 
THE DREAM OF ALCESTIS (prob.) $3.00 


Theodore Morrison, professor of English at Harvard, has here taken the story of 
Admetus, Alcestis, and Hercules, and written it up in the verse of modern languages--not to 
say slanguage--while leaving the incidents and the setting in ancient Thessaly. The result 
is a mawkish, dull, tasteless presentation of the old tale of a woman's devotion to her 
sick husband--to the point of being willing to die in his stead. It is impossible to see 
why anything other than the prestige of being a Harvard professor would bring this book to 
publication. Impossible to say whom it might interest outside of Professor Morrison's im- 
mediate coterie. If any others are interested in it they will certainly not be among 
poetry lovers. 


October 23 


Frank, Bernard Knopf 
& Netboy, Anthony WATER, LAND, AND PEOPLE $4.00 


Another attempt to arouse the awareness of the public to its ignorance of the 
crisis in our natural economy, this begins with the characteristics and behavior patterns 
of water, shows how the demand has outrun the supply, and indicates that for it to be de- 
pendable the soil must be restored and the watersheds covered. It then shows the intimate 
relation between the problems of water supply and those of the land; the means in which 
soils and plants maintain a water average; the abuses - of timbering, grazing, farming, 
highways, etc.; and the costs to the nation. The TVA, the MVA and the Corps of Engineers 
of the U.S. Army, and other areas of experimentation come under inspection and criticism 
since none have produced a long-distance plan,and a stable economy is outlined in regulated 
land property only. Again argument-worthy and on certain topics in opposition to Zhe Pur- 
suit of Plenty by A.G. Mezerik (Harper, P.407). Conservationists primarily and experts. 
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October 23 

Gide, Andre Knopf 

TWO LEGENDS: Ce cpus anu Theseus $3.00 


A play from 1930, and a philosophical nouvelle written in 1942, shaking and set- ' 
ting on their feet the Oedipus and Theseus legends, respectively. Oedipus, in the brief, 
exquisite play is vigorous, aggressive - secure in completeness and a humanistic fulfill- 
ment, until under the god-blind darkness of his past, he acknowledges his failure to keep 
the individual from the infection of the gods. Theseus, in which the legendary figure 
ruminates his self-manipulated intellectual growth, is a beautiful work - rich in a deli- 
cate sensuousness, triumphant in affirmation.Threads to the past guide him for the neces- 
sary present but never hold him, and in spite of, or because of, grief, he founds a city, 
"playing out his hand to the end". In a debate with Oedipus at the close, when confronted. 
by the fallen king's mystic absorption in sin, Theseus reaffirms the humanist position. 
Translation by John Russell. 





































October 23 


Owsley, Jennifer Random House 
A HANDY GUIDE TO GROWNUPS $1.00 — 


With the same naivete and innocent observation that made for the appeal of he 
Young Visitors of years ago, this undemonstrative blue book to adult behavior mirrors the 
grownup world in a child's eyes. For the eleven year old author has meditated on the vari- 
ety and vagaries of parents, her own and others’, and has set forth the proper way of deal- 
ing with them. Acknowledging that adults are not alike, that they are not just big children, 
she goes from mothers, to fathers (other children's since "My father does not live with 
us"), grandparents and other relatives, on to the subject of money, religion, teachers and 
schools, parties, working mothers - and growing up. A slight, gentle and pleasant reflect- 
ing of a young inquiry into a world, that, in spite of being incomprehensible, must be put 
up with. Companionable illustrations by Margaret Graham. 


October-e 5) //4 


Bowers, Claude G. Macmillan 
PIERRE VERGNIAUD: Voice of the French Revolution $6.00 


* Rescued from obscurity in this the first English biography, Pierre Vergniaud, ge- 
nius and orator, whose eloquence held the violence of the French Revolution in check from 
1791-93, is here given his due. On the one hand he fought the excesses and inequities of 
the regime, on the other the terrorism of the Revolution's extremists. A Girondin of bourg- 
eois heritage from the town of Limoges, he came as a student to Paris, became a disciple of 
Dupaty, president of the Bordeaux Parliament, and- with the rest of that free-thinking city- 
welcomed the news of the Fall of the Bastille. He was elected to the General Council of the | 
Gironde, then for the new Legislative Assembly in 1791. In the two years that followed, be- {| 
fore he fell victim to Madame Guillotine, he became one of the world's great orators. Here 
is a biography that combines exhaustive research with vigorous presentation. An important 
addition to the literature of the French Revolution- and a worthy successor to Ambassador 
Bowers' Jefferson and Hamilton and The Tragic Era. 


October 25 
Hay, Malcolm Beacon Press 
FOOT OF PRIDE $3.75 


A Christian (and a Catholic) has written what is virtually a sweeping indictment 
of a Christian civilization in its treatment of the Jews from the early days of St. John 
Chrysostom to Hitler and beyond.A most unpalatable story of the crucifixion of a people car- 
ried out in France, in England, in Russia, in Italy, in virtually every so-called civilized 
country, by church, government and peoples, in high places and low. Here and there voices 
were raised in defense of the Jew, but they seem few and feeble in a world chronology of 
shame. The author analyzes the canards that have become almost folklore,- ritual murder, 
"international Jewry", "apostles of hate", etc. The struggle between Arab and Jew is a thread 
which carries through to today's establishment of Israel, a great experiment for which the 
Jew has paid a mighty price for the rights of survival and freedom. A book rooted in profound 
scholarship- written on an historical level, rather than a psychological one. A record that 
should be known, by Jew and Christian alike. Extensively documented; excellent bibliography. 
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October 25 |)! 


Lippincott 


Bakeless, John 
THE EYES OF DISCOVERY $5.00 

A follow-the-footprints historical survey of the early history of America - which 
has a free-from-shackles approach that is alive and contagious. For Bakeless has taken old 
records and documents, accepted evidence and textbook pontifications and lined them up a- 
gainst new theories and findings - and let the reader be the judge. You can have white men 
involuntarily migrating - on a raft - to the Pacific Islands, you can make up your mind a- 
bout the red man's life in the North and in the South - and from then on you can follow the 
course of exploration and discovery, pioneering right through to California. It's all here- 
from Columbus to Cabeza de Vaca and Coronado, de Soto, Champlain and Cartier; Verendrye, 
Verrazano, Hudson, La Salle, Jolliet and Marquette, Lewis and Clark, on up through Cook - 
from the East through the mid-west and on to California in contemporary descriptions and 
findings, from the big water, to the rivers and the land in the eras of penetration. A 
record of pre-views - what they saw and did, friendship and hostility, sachems and settlers, 
what the old journals meant in correlation with what modern science has found out, together 
with some tall tales toned down - this gives a continuous flow of "firsts" which does not 
lack special impact, as footnotes to standard history and as eye-openers for the curious- 
minded. 


Calomiris, Angela Lippincott 
RED MASQUERADE: Undercover for the F.B I. $3.00 


The "Calomiris woman", then Financial Secretary of the West Midtown Branch of the 
Communist Party in New York City, actually for seven years an agent for the F.B.I. who took 
the stand as Government witness in the case against the eleven Communist leaders in April, 
1949, tells her story. A native of New York City, Angela Calomiris was asked by the F.B.I. 
in 1942 to become an agent, reporting as fully as possible on the activities of the Party 
from the inside. Combining a generally successful career as a photographer with work for 
the Communist Party into which she was admitted, Miss Calomiris. garnered names and potent 
information in her little secret basket over a period of seven years, as she worked her way 
up in the Party organization- attending Marxist classes, distributing literature, holding 
meetings, giving parties, and conducting drives. The "inside" on Party organization and 
aims is of considerable interest, although it is unfortunate that the author seems at times 
girlishly unstable in her glee at watching the heads fall, and her addiction to sweeping 
condemnations in regard to the reform program of the Party - reforms in race relations, 
labor and housing desired by non-Communist Americans. Another for the lucrative bandwagon. 


Bodde, Derk Henry Schuman 
A PEKING DIARY $3.75 


* Don't sidetrack this because it is an unheralded item. It is an immensely valu- 
able and often disturbing study of the Communist Revolution in China, by a research fellow 
under the Fullbright Program. It could well be another China Shakes the World guccess. From 
August 1948- to August 1949, Dr. Bodde, residing in Peking before and after the entrance of 
the Eighth Route Army, kept a meticulous record in diary form of the cultural, political and 
economic changes. Eleven years had elapsed since he had been there- and in 1948 he found it 
a grey shell of poverty, lassitude, fed empty slogans by the clique-ridden government of the 
Kuomintang. The Communists offered an alternative- entering with the masses on their side, 
and with American equipment purchased and captured from the Nationalists. On all sides, Dr. 
Bodde received a pessimistic and unpalatable picture of attitudes towards Americans. Econ- 
omically, the changes that followed were not truly communistic, but the Marxist view of life 
is for the Chinese Communist the complete and final truth; there's exhilaration and moral 

srvor comparable to the early days of the Revolution, among the intellectuals as well as 
the common people. Compared with evidences of American support of an unpopular, minority 
government, Russian influence and aid to the Communists is small. Ample reason to explain 
the unpopularity towards America. The author sees this Revolution as of internal origin, 
but he is pessimistic as to the future, feeling that Russian influence is gathering momen- 
tum and may seize control. An important contribution to opening our eyes to Chinese affairs. 











» under the Blitz seems vivid enough but dated, except as backdrop for England under Socialism 
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October~31 Hy it 


























Lochner, Louis P. Macmillan 
FRITZ KREISLER $5.00 


A typical musician's biography in its gemutiich style of presentation, this has 
the importance of being the first biography of the famous violinist and composer. A long 
and very complete work, it delves in full detail into all phases of Kreisler's life--his 
early-developed understanding of music; his teachers, Massart and Delibes; his famous asso- 
ciates in the Vienna of the '90's, Brahms and others; his marriage to a strong-willed Amer- 
ican red-head; the hysteria of 1914-18; various tours to all parts of the world; his tragic 
automobile accident and the more recent years. Appendices of bibliography; list of compo- 
sitions, transcriptions, etc.; discography. 


Keyes, Kenneth S., Jr. McGraw-Hill-Whittlesey House 
HOW TO DEVELOP YOUR THINKING ABILITY $2.95 


A primer to clear up and straighten out thinking this bases its theory on "verbal 
maps that adequately represent the territory" and which are dependent on six tools for 
thinking. The tools are controls - "So Far As I Know" (open mind), "Up To A Point" (degree), 
"To Me" (personal response and bias), three indices "What" (differences and similarities), 
"When" (time changes), "Where" (influence of circumstances and environment); and the in- 
structional material for use is liberally salted with apt illustrations and anecdotes. For 
those interested in the scientific approach that will make "foresight as good as hind-sight” 
this should prove an interesting activity. The logical process in modern dress. 


October ? 


Frank, Edgar B. Harvard Univ. Press 
OLD FRENCH IRONWORK $6.00 


Highly specialized and very scholarly, this is a study of primarily the small 
hardware of the 15th through 18th centuries in France. The author frankly acknowledges his 
bias in favor of the pre-Gothic and Gothic periods; and deplores the work that came after. 
He discusses the craftsmen, the guilds, the tools and inventions, the processes used to 
protect from rust, the decorative as well as the functional work. He takes up specifically 
the locks, padlocks, keys, hinges, bolts, escutcheons, knockers, grills, nails; the caskets; 
the tobacco devices, tinder boxes, nutcrackers, sewing accessories, seals, corkscrews; the 
figurines. Lacking the 96 offset plates which illustrate 500 individual objects, it is 
difficult to do more than define the scope of the book. The text, no doubt, is factually 
sound; but the style is pedantic, the content uninspired. 






A ; C / 
Dos Passos, John /O- j Houghton, Mifflin 
THE PROSPECT BEFORE US $3.75 









When John Dos Passos writes in the role of reporter, his gift as narrator and per- 
ceptive observer is evident and his material challenging. When, on the other hand, he poses 
as lecturer, with interpolated heckling from characters in the dwindling audience, he is 
stilted and dull and the reader shares the audience's rather caustic recognition of his 
tendency to deviate from his goal and to dodge issues. This artificial framework of his 
"grassroots examination of post-war life" takes from its impact, and requires recurrent ad- 
justments with each break in context. The basic material, however, should make the reader 
more analytical, more observant, of the shortcomings in our understanding, not only of what 
is happening elsewhere (Britain- South America) but close home. The throwback to London 











(a contradictory and disheartening picture). South America emerges as primarily dictator 
ridden, resentful of America's shortcomings and lack of understanding. Our own country is 
explored through the agricultural belt (much the most encouraging aspect), mining, industry, 
the unions, etc. A few high spots- a good many low spots, the overall purpose a desire to 
show life under the systems now operating and stress the importance of providing positive 
values rather than theories as antidote to Communism...Dos Passos name will carry this be- 
ond its innate values. 
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Late Comers- For Quick Review 


Wilson, Helen Van Pelt Barrows 
$1.00 


Bai: THE FLOWER ARRANGEMENT CALENDAR : 1951 


This is an attractive addition to an annual series, for the photographs and cap- 
tions opposite each page of calendar space (52 in all) are suggestive of possible adapta- 
tion to the individual interested in basic techniques and ideas of flower arrangement. Many 
of the photographs show arrangements that won awards at flower shows, but all in all, the 
ideas are not too stunty, and the equipment (vases and accessories) not too remote from 


the average household. (8/21) 


Macmillan 


Moss, W. Stanley 
ILL MET BY MOONLIGHT $2.50 
Written at the time (1944) but impossible then of publication because of censor- 
ship, this is the diary of one of the members of a kidnapping "gang" whose aim was to ad- 
duct General Kreipe, Commander of the German forces on Crete. Treating it like a school- 
boy adventure, the account tells of the attempts at landing, the briefing and plotting for 
the event, the personalities of their local.andartes, the near-calls of danger as they 
escaped German discovery, the success of their operation - and the flight with their prison- 
er (who slept well although he didn't always appear to his best advantage) to Cairo, via 
ship and plane. Quite a dash to this with the excitement handled in the best British off- 


hand tradition. Illustrated with photographs. (8/22) 


Kinney, Ralph Parsons Scribner 


@ THE COMPLETE BOOK OF FURNITURE REPAIR AND REFINISHING $3.50 


* A work manual, covering in greater detail the step by step methods not only for 
repairing and restoring antiques, but of making the best of the unpainted modern furniture 
to be found in department stores. Based on personal experience and checked by teachers 
and manufacturers for accuracy, this should be very valuable as a High School shop manual, 
as well as the answer to prayer of the amateur who wants to do the best job possible on 
restoration, repair and refinishing. With a few words of warning as to going too far and 
too fast - and a few words of advice on how to use his book, Mr. Kinney then goes systema- 
tically through each phase involved. How to select antiques- how to test their value- how 
to remove old finish, to prepare the wood for refinishing, how to restore old finishes. 
Then he goes into materials- tools- paints and brushes- formulae for finishes, stains, 
waxes, etc. Illustrated liberally with close to thirty photographs and charts and diagrams, 
cross referenced, and indexed, this should prove a very useful handbook. (8/14) 


Hurd, Peter Univ. of New Mexico Press 
PORTFOLIO OF LANDSCAPES AND PORTRAITS $12.50 


Second in the New Mexico Artists Series, this portfolio presents some character- 
istic examples of Peter Hurd's craftsmanship, though not- we feel- his best creative work. 
Perhaps the selection was made because of the sense of regional values instinctive in the 
handling of light and distances and background in these eight studies, five of them land- 
scapes, two tempera portraits, one charcoal study for a mural. Beautiful reproductions, 
12" by 16" mats, appropriate for framing. Vol. I was Kenneth Adams (P. 223) (8/15) 





